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aesthetic
Greek: aisthesis = perception, sensation, feeling.

word-for-word: the theory of perception, or that which appears to the senses.

everyday use: the stylized and beautiful (ex. “to value aesthetic”).

philosophical: philosophical discipline since Baumgarten and Kant. The theory of the beautiful and the experience of the beautiful; in a more narrow sense, the theory of the art-beautiful and the experience thereof.

Stationen: Perception of the process of work through multi-sided, self-influencing communication.

autopoesis

Greek: autos = self; poiein = make / do.

biological: from the term formed by the Chilean biologist, H. Maturana, relating to the description of the operative exclusiveness and “self-creation” of living systems. A cell forms, for example, an autopoetic system which constantly generates on a molecular level the compository pieces which it requires to maintain its inner organization.

system-theoretical: self-referential/circular closed association of operations which secures its operative closed-ness through its self-referential cognitive openness and establishes continuously the contact to its environment on the way from self-contact.

belief

everyday use: supposition or acceptance without sure knowledge; related to opinion.

philosophical: as opposed to knowledge, something which is held to be true without methodical reasoning.

theological: (felling-like) trust, stable confidence, the holding to be true of extra-terrestrial, transcendental  occurrences or conditions. Inner security which needs no proof. Basic element of religious life which is essential for the epitome of the religious human being.

category

Greek: kategorein = to state.

everyday use: type, sort, class, rank (“a certain category of an official”).

philosophical: on the one hand the most general forms of reality, statement and terminology; the “Stammbegriffe” (Kant) of which all other terms are derivative (categories of cognition and consciousness); on the other hand the original and basic forms of the being of objects of discovery (categories of being and realness). The founder of a doctrine about category is Aristotle. He adopted ten categories which are understood logically as predicate-types and ontologically as the most general areas of being: substance, quality, quantity, relation, place, time, state or condition, belonging, activity and suffering. Kant considers categories purely as terms of understanding. They are the a priori forms of possible cognition and, simultaneously, object-determining. Kant distinguishes twelve categories which belong to four groups: 1) concerning quantity: oneness, many-ness, all-ness; 2) concerning quality: reality, negation, limitation; 3) concerning relation: substance, cause, community; 4) concerning modality: possibility, presence, urgency.

Stationen: In the choreography of Stationen (Stations) five categories are differentiated: relation, quality, picture or form, space and movement.

choreography

Greek: choreia = dance; graphia = script

general: 1. artistic formation and recording of the steps and movements of a ballet.  2. (earlier) graphical representation of dance movements and postures.

Stationen: organization of movement according to artistic criteria within mental and material aspects of the space, is caused through communication.

communication

general: connection, relation, association, exchange, understanding, the process of sending and mediating information through the expression and perception of all types of signs; to arrange systematically on a biophysical level (bodily touch and affectations like laughing and crying), a motor (body posture, mimic, gesture), a hearable (sound and spoken language) and a technical level (media).

System theoretical: an emergent contingent-selective unit of the selectivity of information, notification and understanding. A single communication is to be observed as a three-fold selective differential unit. The three differences are: information/notification, notification/understanding and information/understanding. Communication is the element which constitutes social systems.

Stationen: in general, the exchange of information, ex. a leap against the wall.

complexity

general: totality of all characteristics and possibilities (ex. of a term or state-of-being). 2. multi-layered-ness, full of many different things.

system theoretical: the fact that all elements of one unit cannot be connected with one another at the same time. Complexity means, therefore, that a selection is necessary in order to update relations between elements. Fundamental to the definition of complexity is the differentiation between element and relation which allows a situation of selective connection to be observed.

Stationen: the possibilities of connections, connected throughout an absolute matrix and limited through selective observation, which rescues us from the insanity of being able to perceive everything.

connotation

language analytic: the overlying (subjective, emotional, associative, expressive, stylistic) side-meaning or imagination accompanying the termed fundamental meaning of a word as opposed to denotation (ex. the association of “night, romantic, cool, love” with the word “moon”). See also “denotation”.

concept

Latin: conceptus = bringing together; summarizing.

general: 1. first scribbling, outline of a piece of writing. 2. clearly outlined plan, program of a plan.

art: 1. the conception, fundamental to an artistic work or program, main idea. 2. direction of art (“conceptual art”) which developed starting in the mid 1960’s under the influence of Sol LeWitt. Particularly characteristic is the turning away from creativity (in the sense of the invention of some pictured world) in favor of the clearly-defined “objective” (in the sense of closed internal systems without statement about something else other than itself, or the establishment and fixing of processes). See also “process”.

Stationen: No art is without concept, therefore, it is invalid to talk about “conceptual dance” or “dance” and/or “non-dance”. The idea to make a piece transparent on-stage and to reflect upon it is nothing further than the inclusion of human, self-reflective thinking in the dispositive of work.

context

Latin: contextus = association, connection.

educational language: connection, background, environment.

diplomatic: the part between the protocol and the eschatokol in a middle-age document.

language analytic: environment in which a lingual unit appears, which is influenced by this unit. Circumstance and situation (of a lingual context) in which a text is expressed and understood (situative context).

contingency

statistical: the connectiveness between two categories of the characteristics of a statistical mass.

philosophical: non-urgency, accident (which can occur, but must not). Mostly, contingency is set equal to possibility, even though both terms are set apart from one another on certain occasions.

system theoretical: negation of urgency and impossibility. Unit of possibility and impossibility of the real.

cybernetics
Greek: kybernétiké = steersman’s art.

general: the general formal science of the structure, relations and behavior of dynamic, especially complex systems which reflect the particular general qualities and ways of relating of real systems out of the most various areas of reality. Cybernetics is, above all, a mathematic science which is served especially by means of probability theory and mathematic statistics, analysis, mathematic logic, algebra and topology. Its development runs within a number of partly very closely interrelated disciplines: steering and control or regulation theory, automat theory, theory of the nerve network, reliability theory, information and signal theory, algorithm theory, game theory as well as problems of artificial intelligence.

denotation

general: indications contained in a term.

language analytic: 1. the meaning, indicative of the object which is expressed through the word; opposite of connotation. 2. the formal relationship between the sign (denoter) and the described object or fact in the extra-lingual reality; the relation of a term to the entity to which this term or expression refers. Meaning the same with “extensive meaning”.

difference

general: difference, dissimilarity.

everyday use: difference of opinion, disagreement, strife.

mathematic: result of a subtraction (ex. 7 is the difference between 20 and 13)

philosophical: anti-identity, differentiation, difference as opposed to the term of the identity. See also “post-structuralism”.

system theoretical: A difference always exists at the beginning, a leading difference of identity and difference. Every beginning is based upon a difference. This corresponds to the reordering, starting with the unity of a system and ending with the unity of a difference, of system and environment. A system must identify itself as a system in that it sets itself apart from an environment which is in itself differently placed. The system “is” neither the unit of difference between system and environment, nor can it itself observe its own identity as a system which is produced by any predetermined unit. The unit of a difference does not allow itself to be observed. Logically, a difference cannot be diverted. System theory is difference theory. It is expounded by, spread out from difference as much as it is expounded in and spread out toward difference, not being, however, intent upon the abolition of the different within unity. 

Stationen: observation is first made possible by the difference between the observer and the observed; observation conversely creates the difference.

dispositive

juridical: legally pre-written ruling which can be modified by those who are involved in it or take part in it.

philosophical: the societal totality; the field of power of the entire society. The term goes back to Michel Foucault, who uses it in order to describe the fundamental changes which the discourse of desire and lust has undergone throughout the ages. It is shown by the dispositive of sexuality that the issue of concern is, above all, arrangements and structures, not concrete contents. “Sexuality is the name one can give to a historical dispositive. Sexuality is not only a fundamental reality which is merely difficult to grasp. It is a large surface network upon which the stimulation and incentive toward discourse, the formation of cognition, the strengthening of control, and the resistances within various large strategies of knowledge and power all become interlinked with one another.” (Foucault)(translated for this publication directly from German translation) A dispositive structures not only the discourse, but also practices, without determining actions and 

bringing them coherently in agreement with one another.

Stationen: is the huge amount of world-elements which the artists makes available to her/himself. Stationen (Stations) works with elements (“theater”, “recipient”, “actor” or “acting individuals”, “environment”, “discourse”, “movement”…) and places them in specific arrangements.

form
general: outer form, picture or type of appearance, outline, inner structure, the construction, the specific and specifying order of an object or process as opposed to its amorphous material, contents or meaning.

art: the characterization of form and formation of a work of art, concerning as much the building supplies as the compositional structure.

manufacture-technical: tool, which wholly or partly represents the negative of an unfinished piece of work and serves to contain and incorporate the working material.

sport: the ability and performance of a player, a team or a horse at a certain point in time.

philosophical: term central to ontology which has been invoked since Aristotle in order to analyze the being and becoming of the singular or individual. That which lends each thing and each happening its uniqueness. Only the form of an object is perceivable and equally so, no matter which object is concerned.

system theoretical: each differentiation produces a form which consists of that which is differentiated plus everything else. Form is a term of observation of the second order, as only an observer who observes  other observers can observe forms.

Stationen: Form is in permanent transformation through the process-oriented quality of the parameters.
freedom

general: basic term of practical philosophy and politics.

philosophical: 1. the state of being able to move oneself, unhindered by outside obstacles; the absence of outer constraint and commitments, which can be natural (ex. bodily needs) or social (ex. norms and conventions) = negative term of freedom (“freedom from”). 2. the ability to give one’s own will a direction. The possibility of choosing for one’s self; free decision and choice = positive term of freedom (“freedom to”).

system theoretical: the idea or imagination of the possibility to restrict one’s own possibilities. Without the restriction of choice exists no freedom. Freedom is in general the ability to say no which is built into communication. Freedom is to be seen as a term of neutral value, a term of difference which cannot be dispensed of in its entirety. The other side of this term is non-freedom which is included through exclusion.

Stationen: The only freedom exists within the setting of constituting factors.

fucking

colloquial / rude: engage in sexual intercourse.

scientific: genital unification, as with human beings, through the insertion of the penis into the vagina (corresponding to copulation among animals) and the rhythmic in-and-out movements of the penis in the vagina. The biological or procreative function (copulation) is found in the transference of male sperm into the female organism with the possible result of fertilization and pregnancy. The physical function of sexual intercourse consists of, among other things, the satisfaction of the sexual drive. The social function concerns the sexual and spiritual connection between partners, which is not tied (unlike animals) to any seasonal reproductive cycle. There is no obligatory criteria for the so-called normality of  sexual activity.

Stationen: the perfect theater piece. One of the few possibilities to sensibly abolish representation through mutual representation itself. See also “aesthetic”.

function

general: task, activity, position (within a larger whole).

mathematic: relation or illustration, through which each element of an amount A is allotted to an element of an amount B. The amount A is described as the area of argument or definition of this illustration, the amount B, as the area of worth or Bildmenge. In the analysis the most useful way of writing this is: f: x -> y , meaning  y = f(x), if the beginning amount, x, and the end amount, y, are numeric amounts.

medical: normal activity of an organ or tissue inside the total organism.

sociological: the effect (result, consequence) of a social element or phenomenon upon the construction; the preservation or the change (conversion, destruction) of a social system.

system theoretical: point-of-view “for the judgment of the equivalence of different solutions to a problem” (Luhmann)(translated directly from original German) or Unit of difference of a problem and functionally equivalent solutions to a problem. Systems are distinguished from one another in terms of function. All systems fulfill functions within the context of from-one-another-distinguishable systems. The functions are, in this sense, fulfilled universally as they are perceived for everyone in society through the exclusion of closed systems.

Stationen: All elements of the chosen dispositive can also fulfill each fundamental theater function: material, mediation, interpretation, reception, manipulation.

hermeneutics

Greek: herméneúein = proclaim, interpret, explain.

general: in a narrow sense: the art of interpretation of texts, in a broader sense: the understanding of sense-associations or relations of senses or consciousness in life-expressions of all kinds; the theoretical reflection upon the methods and conditions of understanding. 

Philosophical: Schleiermacher (1768-1834) substantiates hermeneutics as a universal theory of understanding. Heidegger (1889-1976) lends hermeneutics a broader dimension in that, for him, understanding is not only a way of recognizing or a method of mental science, rather, also, the human’s fixing of its own being. The most effective work of hermeneutics of the twentieth century was Gadamers “Truth and Method” (1960). He emphasizes that pre-understanding (prejudice) is inherent to each understanding. The interpreter always finds himself already in a real-world context which is molded by tradition, language and situation. Understanding is the “entering into events of tradition, in which past and present constantly mediate themselves” (Gadamer). 

intensity

general: (concentrated) strength, (especially increased) power, effectiveness (of an action or a sequence).

physical: determined by the density of energy flow.

economical: average relation of the starting amount of two production factors with a given Production amount (ex. work-intensity, capital-intensity).

Stationen: Intensity takes place in dance through the performer, taking into account formal significance and the inherent feeling and imagination of the performer. Certain respective systems of understanding belong to this concept. This intentional presence requires the permanent feeding and processing of content, form, time and understanding.

interpretation

general: act of and result of the understanding, according to the broadest meaning, of all sense-possessing structures, and according to a narrower sense, of juridical, theological, historical, philosophical, etc. sources and especially of artworks in general. The assumption of interpretation stands opposite naïve understanding. It distinguishes itself through the constant reflection upon its conditions, its objects and its actions.

Stationen: one of the fundamental functions in theater.

language
general: the ability to speak, speaking; in the broadest sense of semiotics and information theory, a conventional system of sign bearing aims of communication.

Natural languages as the expression of human thinking, feeling and wanting demonstrate, as opposed to artificial languages and other different levels of language, as well as ambiguity in vocabulary and grammatical structure, which do not. Natural languages are ideal for meta-lingual reflection. Within the category of artificial languages fall the language/speaking signals which are produced through electronic language synthesis and language systems as well as semantically interpreted logical and mathematical calculations, programming languages and international “helping languages”.

system theoretical: the medium with the function to make the understanding of communication probable. Language makes it possible with the help of symbolic generalizations in the form of signs to jump over the field of the perceivable and to communicate about something which is not present or is only possible. 

manipulation

Latin: manipulus = a hand full.

originally: skillful handling, hand movement, business.

general, today: 1. conscious and goal-oriented influence upon people without their knowledge and often against their will (ex. with the help of advertisement); distraction (of a person, of public opinion) through conscious (yet hidden) influence; 2. intentional falsifying of information through selection, addition or exclusion. 3. machination, influencing, trick, finesse, gimmick, slight, illusion, fiddling.

technical: handling, process.

medical: proper and skilled grip of the hand.

Stationen: one of the fundamental functions in theater.

material
Latin: materia = material, theme.

general: raw material, working material; also: totality of  assisting supplies, objects or documents which one needs for the production of something or for a particular kind of work.

service industrial: the beginning materials of production; included are raw materials, helping materials and service materials as well as finished products and building groups.

Stationen: material is one of the fundamental functions in theater. The human being, not least of all, and what he brings of his life.

matrix

originally: womb.

genetic: wrapping-substance of chromosomes.

histologic: 1. formless layer between cells. 2. mother layer, nuclear layer, from which something comes into existence (ex. the matrix of the fingernail).

petrologic: basic ground masses in magma rock and the binding elements in sedimentary rock.

mathematic:  system of n times m numbers which are arranged in a right-angle schema of n numbers and m columns which serves as a specific arithmetic rule.

information technological: system represented by interconnected single factors.

philosophical: a mental matrix as a complex unit implicitly contains the picture which leads to existence and reality. In the cosmology of Paracelsus, for example, the human being is, as microcosm, the matrix of the macrocosm.

medium
general: mediating element.

communication scientific: mediative instance for information; set up for the mediation of opinions, information or cultural goods (ex. film, radio, television, press).

paraphsychological: a person who is believed to have the ability of extra-sensory perception or a person who connects with spirits during a séance.

nature scientific: carrier of physical or chemical qualities or events (ex. air as carrier of sound waves).

system theoretical: a certain possibility for the making possible of uncertain possibilities; a forming of an accessible and loose connection of certain elements. The most general medium is sense.

Stationen: one of the fundamental functions in theater.

morality
Latin: moralis = having to do with custom.

general: the ethical / customary normative systems of handling and judging value which are fundamental to social practice and accepted as obligatory; the virtues and ideals of a particular society, societal group and the individuals thereof; a historical epoch.

system theoretical: Morality operates as a symbolic generalized medium for the formation of interpersonal or social relationships. The code of morality is the difference between respect and disrespect.

movement
physical: every change of position of a body in relation to another body.

biological: the passive or active position or condition-change of an organism or of parts of an organism.

philosophical: as change, becoming is movement  original to a world in which everything changes. The term, movement, understands the greatly diverse as one. Movement represents an association within which the transition from one existing condition leads to another. Aristotle defines the category of movement in terms of the occurrence of becoming or growth and connects being overall with movement: a body which does not devote itself to movement has no being. See also “Process”.

Stationen: the fundamental condition of the elements of life, whether ideal or material. See also “choreography“.

mythology/myth
general: 1. the stories of gods, heroes and other characters and legends from prehistoric times. 2. the world-articulation and self-pronunciation of an early mythical consciousness. 3. the result of a mythologizing, in the sense of a transfiguration of persons, things, happenings or ideas into a faszinosum of picture-like symbolic character, which even promotes itself in modern times.

Stationen: That which one cannot explain is described with aphorisms in order to specify and thereby make the unexplainable useful, simply because the spirit wants to explain everything.  

offside

everyday use: far from, of some distance, outside of. In a transferred sense: to not participate, to not take part in.

sport: a state of rule-breaking in many kinds of ball sports. In football the working rule comes into effect when a player of the attacking team, in the moment of the passing of the ball, stands in the half of the field of the other team, closer to the goal line than any player plus the goalie of the defending team. The same height is not offside. The working rule is broken when the ball was last touched by a player of the defending team, when he comes immediately from a corner-hit, a throw-in or a referee-ball. If the play is declared offside by the referees, the defending team receives a free kick.

observation
general: attentive perception connected with the expectation that the object of perception should undergo change and with the intention of recording and capturing this change; in the sciences, a highly used physical-technical tool (ex. measurement and registration instruments). In modern physics, for example, the situation of the observer is involved in and elemental of the observation (ex. In quantum mechanics, the fact that the influence of the observation upon the observed object can no longer be eliminated with any  exactness).

system theoretical: the unit of difference from differentiation and description, or the implementation of a differentiation, meaning the differentiated and the differentiating, simultaneously described operation of the observer. Three kinds of observation are to be differentiated. The observation 1. order concerns itself with asking something. It can only make visible that which it makes visible. It operates on the level of the factual. The observation 2. order concerns itself with asking why. It makes visible, that the observation 1. order makes visible what it makes visible, because it is based upon a certain differentiation. Then it becomes visible how something is differentiated. The observation 3. order questions the observability of observations gathered through observation.

ontology
philosophical: philosophical basic discipline of general metaphysics or theory of being and being’s determinations of order, terminology and nature. The object of ontology is a concern with questions of the cognitive-theoretical and metaphysical structure of reality, of the formal laws of our understanding of reality and of the relative validity of being, taking into consideration its dependency upon the recognizing or identifying subject. Thus, ontology as general metaphysics represents a theory of being which questions the cognitive-theoretical fundaments of being as object of possible experience. Opposite special metaphysics, ontology bases its view upon the question of whether a being is material or mental. Ontology is primarily invested in the Elements of human recognition which constitute a priori being.

system theoretical: “…should mean that an observer operates with the differentiation, to be versus to not be, and indicates with this differentiation what he thinks is relevant, able to engage in contact, in short, that which is truly ‘being’.” (Luhmann) In contrast, however, the functional method of system theory thematises alternative possibilities of being instead of one being in itself, thereby excluding the possibility of one true being.

perception

general: psychophysical process in the course of which an organism (re)works or edits a viewable representation of the environment and of its own body, based on outer and inner stimulations. Philosophy concerns itself with perception as one of the foundations of human cognition (cognition theory) as well as with the organic foundations of sense-physiology and neurophysiology. Perception as process of information-use is the object of perception psychology. See also “sinn”.

philosophical: perception is differentiated through our sensorium (sense-oriented perception, outer experience), aesthetic perception and conceptual-mental (inner) perception.

Stationen: one of the fundamental functions in theater.

plastic bottle
general: hollow construction out of artificial material with narrow opening and neck-like end, used to contain liquids; is produced through a blowing process and has a high material resistance ability.

Stationen: Because dancer’s plastic drink bottles are often standing around in dance studios, they can often be used to demonstrate the observation of the behavior of non-self-reflective being.

post-structuralism

philosophical: result of the reaction upon the idealistic consequences of classical structuralism. Critique of the idea of a pan-historically effective, closed structure as well as the adoption of a center which reaches out over a structure. The idea of a structural center is itself derived from a differential arrangement of signifieds and could not possibly, therefore, be thought of as beyond systems of signs. Looking back to Heidegger, the scientific understanding of structuralism was disregarded as newfangled metaphysics. The proponents of post-structuralism try to think decentralized structures without center. Molded by Nietzsche, post-structuralism sets itself to uncover and evade structurally effective mechanisms of power in society in the fields of language as much as in institutions. The main proponents of methodical extremely heterogeneous post-structuralism are Foucault, Deleuze, Derrida and Lyotard.

process

general: action, duration, development; in the mathematic and technical sciences a series of system conditions, the duration of which is described through characteristic sizes (conditional variables)(ex. circular process). One distinguishes, for example, between deterministic and stochastic process, between stationary and non-stationary process.

information technological: totality of actions which take part in the performance of a program or a part of a program through a processor.

legal: court process aimed at deciding upon legal disputes. One distinguishes (in Germany) between the civil process, the criminal process, supreme court process, financial court process, social court process, administrative court process.

art: concern or direction of art (“process art”). Description for the most conceptual works in the sense of material art, as part of which is thematised the behavior of material during certain interventions and the production process through which a work comes into existence. The technical operations are, relatively, mostly simple so that the process, in retrospect, stays easily comprehensible and transparent. See also “concept”.

punk

English: trash, misfit.

cultural historical: a self-description, made by its followers, from the mid 1970’s youth subculture of the same name which came into being in Great Britain, at first overwhelmingly composed  of  underprivileged (or unemployed) youths. Its followers, punks or punkers, understand themselves as having withdrawn from bourgeois society and express their refusal of the conventions of this society through a provocative and shocking outer appearance (extremely bright hair color, mohawk hairdos, corresponding clothing) and their own unconventional music (punk rock).

Stationen: Where no argument helps any further, only God or punk helps.

reception
general: taking in, taking on.

tourist: reception room, reception desk in the lobby of a hotel.

effect historical: the communicative perception and appropriation of artworks by an audience. Literature-, art- and music-scientific experiments concern themselves with the phenomenon that the understanding of artworks changes within a duration of time and that they can, for that matter, be understood very differently by a concrete audience (ex. in theater) or by individuals.

Reception is obviously determined by the understanding horizon of a particular time and by expectations and willingness to take in information. It is also defined according to education, degree of sensibility to art gathered through art experience, social origin and other conditions and combinations of reception.

Stationen: one of the fundamental functions in theater.

sense
everyday use: feeling for something, understanding (ex. He lacks completely a sense of order and cleanliness.); 2. consciousness, memory (ex. to lose ones senses).

general: the ability to take in a stimulus through sense organs which is then answered through particular feelings.

philosophical: the question of the sense of a happening aims mostly at the giving of a goal or an intention as the goal of an action.

hermeneutical: the understandable meaning of a text, artwork, notification or action, in general, of a cultural phenomenon.

language philosophical: Gottlob Frege differentiated meaning and sense in a certain way. The meaning of a sign is the indicated object; the sense, in contrast, is the way this object is referred to. For example, “Morning star” and “evening star” mean admittedly the same (the planet Venus), but do not have the same sense. 

system theoretical: the unit of difference between the actuality and possibility of  sensible experience and action which is possible in sense systems as an auto-poetic system. Sense is the universal medium of all psychic and social systems, however it does not form a system of its own kind.

Stationen: the changing difference between the conditions of actuality and possibility (of  perception).

sign

general: every existing thing, perceivable by the senses, which presents itself as signal or symbol with a particular, agreed-upon meaning and / or information content or which represents another existing thing (describes it or shows it).  

information technological: element from a finite amount (sign-stock) which is geared to the representation of information.  

philosophical: a series of phonetics or letters which stands for something else; a carrier of meaning. Traditional Aristotelian sign theory contemplates words as signs for terms and, then again, as illustrations of the things of reality. The structural sign theory of F. de Saussure defines the lingual sign as an associative relationship which is involuntary yet conventional and imbedded within the Langue (language system), and furthermore, which is between a phonetic formation and an idea. The semiotic sign theory of C.W. Morris distinguishes three dimensions: syntax (relationship of a sign to other signs), semantic (relationship of a sign to that for which it stands) and pragmatic (relationship of a sign to its users).

system theoretical: unit of difference between the indicator and the indicated, or a form of outstanding observation which uses differentiation and indication as signs.

See also “signified/signifier”.  

signified / signifier

semiotic: both the relata of the sign. The signified indicates the content side (=the indicated), the signifier, the expressive side of the sign (=the indicating). Ferdinand de Saussure describes signified and signifier, especially concerned by lingual signs, as imagination and phonetic form, and their relation to one another as arbitrary (=involuntarily created, demonstrative of no recognizable natural association between “phonetic-body” and content, rather, established through convention of the lingual community).

system
general: integrated association of things, actions and parts which either exist in nature  or are created by human beings; also, a whole, composed of single (re)cognitions of a science or of the overall knowledge of mankind, which moves back to general foundations and is arranged thereafter; principal or order, according to which something is built up.

biological: the clear and hierarchical interrelation or inter-positioning of different types of animals, as well as plants, which are ordered according to the degree of “familial” belonging and correspondingly structured within different systematic categories. The biological system should mirror its own phylogenetic development.

cybernetic: summary of various components which interact in general with one another to become something which is to be regarded as a whole unit, for example, technical systems (machines, networks, switch systems), physical systems (self-guided system, planetary system, thermodynamic system) or arithmetical systems. One differentiates open and closed systems, dependent upon whether or not the system interacts (energy and matter exchange) with the environment or not.

sociological: term which analytically defines inter-humanitarian actions within a certain framework of patterns of social relations and orientations. Important to note are the interconnected dependencies of all elements (persons, institutions), the structure and continuity within the relationships of these elements as well as a possible distinct differentiation from the environment. The most comprehensive social system is society, system of parts, for example the political system, the legal system, the child-rearing and educational system, the industrial system or the art system.

system theoretical: everything to which the differentiation between a specified inside and a specified outside can be applied. The adoption of the emergence of systems contains the adoption of a difference between system and environment. System is a form, namely, the unit of difference between system and environment. A system uses specific elements as its parts, which cannot simultaneously be parts of another system. A system produces the elements which make it different and connects, by itself, selectively while structuring itself in this way.

truth
general: the agreement of cognition with its object; there is no valid criteria for truth which is independent of an object.

philosophical: the philosophical term, truth, becomes expressed, above all, in the predicative use of “true” and “false”. It is related to propositional constructions such as statements, sentences or judgments, if these are used as claims. Derivative of this predicative use is an attributive use, as well as the noun, “truth”. The term, truth, has been extraordinarily and controversially discussed since ever. The so-called equivalence schema is the most uncontentious of all: “It is true, that p exactly…then, if p”. This means if one claims, with any statement, that the statement is true, then the statement, in the way it is formed and under the same circumstances, is as true or false as the original statement itself. 

system theoretical: symbolic generalized medium of communication of scientific systems. With the making possible of communication through the medium of truth and the existence of a system, derived from this, which exclusively serves communications which are capable of truth, it is predetermined that truth, as such, is not ascertainable, that absolute claims to truth are ruled out.

Stationen: lies in the perception of the process of working and creating information within reciprocal communication.

understanding
general: immediate grasping of a causal relation or relation of sense, the character of a person and their expressions.

philosophical: a way of gathering sense. The kind of sense-gathering distinguishes itself dependent upon the object relation. At least three forms of understanding are to be made out: lingual understanding, understanding of actions, the understanding of expressions of experience, the understanding of events and facts. Alongside these forms of understanding, the term marks a specific method. See also “hermeneutics”.

system theoretical: element of communication. An information which is passed on can be understood or not understood. It is understood if and when the understanding system can differentiate between an information and a notification, by means of (and taking into consideration) its own operations with regard to the communicative relating of another system, if it, itself, is capable of distinguishing the information value of a notified content. Understanding means the same as resolving the paradox of the transparency of the opaque.

Stationen: activates itself at first if and when those involved mutually confirm their own understanding of the information of the other through the reciprocal understanding of the other.

The art of understanding lies within the acceptance of the banal.

work
physical: the product of a certain force which acts upon a certain body, and the place-change of the body in the direction of the applied force. While work is applied onto a body, energy is transferred to the body. Thereby, work can be described as the transferrence of energy.

sociological: the employment of physical, mental or emotional stress enacted in order to produce wares or goods which are to be used by oneself or by someone else; the production of services. Fundamentally, paid and unpaid work can be distinguished from one another.

philosophical: each planned doing, being equal in validity, whether mainly bodily forces or mental forces are taken into account, if it serves to create objects (ex. production goods, tools or consumed goods) or situations (ex. knowledge, safety, order) which are seen as functional.

Stationen: the obtaining of change.
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