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participants in „Station 1, Berlin“: Jana Bulgurcu, Harry Brill, Anke Eckardt, Gabriele Elmendorf, Knut Ernst, Ulrich Herzfeld, Dieter Klöpfel, Vera Knolle, Arno Kölker, Felix Marchand, Irina Mueller, Martin Nachbar, Franz Pfeiffer, Marc Rees, Jochen Roller, Bernd Saremba, Ronny Scharnke, Silvia Scharnke, Christin Skorning, Bernd Tackmann.

My work from this year is built around the theme, "systems". Niklas Luhmann describes, for example, a social system as an auto-poetic, self-referential system, a system grounded upon sense, which differentiates itself from an environment, and which operates through and is ultimately elementary of communications. These communications are the topic of concern. Of equal interest is the development of a "universal" discourse which excludes nothing and no one. In an increasingly virtual and exclusively media-distributed world, art is the window through which one can contemplate the intersections between different parts of this world.

Press “STATIONEN – Station 1, Berlin”

The Berlin choreographer Thomas Lehmen is hot on the heels of reality – in theater. He does not accept that being on the stage cannot come together with existence outside and overlaps both before the background of systems theory in the first development of “Stations.” Are the two on the same level if the system of the theater, reduced to its functionality, meets other social systems?

All meet around a table: the choreographer, who introduces his project; the reality which he found through an advertisement: people who explain their jobs, like the insurance broker Knut, the lawyer Tanja, or Gabriele the remedial teacher; dancers who at first do not dance; viewers who are requested to raise questions or are brought into discussion with the dancers on topics like cohabitation or the potato.

Lehmen’s research follows a captivating concept. He reckoned with the overlapping of authenticity and representation. But with the authority of the theater as well? It tempts the representatives of ‘real’ life to portray themselves, and as actors portraying themselves they become more present than the systems that they embody. The result: more and more audience questions poke into the private. The choreographic sequence at the center of “Stations,” a composition of individual modules of movement, remains uncommented on, and the dancer as interpreter and person remains unexamined. One takes the dance as is; one must not and cannot peer through it. So Lehmen’s laboratory not only sows clever uncertainty, but also some clichés. Making it all the more believable.

(Constanze Klementz, Berliner Morgenpost, 10/4/03)

The magazine "STATIONEN", published by Thomas Lehmen

Published irregularly, the magazine "Stations" will accompany the project of the same name by Thomas Lehmen, which began as "Station 1, Berlin" in October 2003 in Podewil. The series of booklets brings together texts about the work as well as the work process itself. It is to be understood as an open form of reflection on a choreographic practice, which looks more at developments of processes, structures of systems and questions of understanding, rather than at the production of reproducible forms of (re)presentation. For the performances of "Station 1, Berlin", the following issues are being published:

Issue 1 - Texts: P. Husemann / F.A. Cramer / Th. Lehmen (germ./engl.)

- Pirkko Husemann "Choreography as Critical Practice"

- Franz Anton Cramer "Approaching Stationen: an exploration into the mutual tolerance of stage and audience"

- Thomas Lehmen "Systems"

Issue 2 - People from various professions (germ.)

- Reports on working systems by Dennis Berger. Knut Ernst, Roy Hensen, Ullrich Herzfeld, Arno Kölker, Thomas Lehmen, Bernd Saremba, Ronny Scharnke, Silvia Scharnke, Franz-Bernhard Theele

Issue 3 - Texts: N. Stewart / P. Stamer / Th. Lehmen (germ./engl.)

- Nigel Stewart "To-And-Fro And In-Between: The Ontology Of The Image In Thomas Lehmen's Stations"

- Peter Stamer "Hand-lending"

Issue 4 - Glossary (germ./engl.)

- Index of main terms from A like aesthetic to W like work

published by Sven-Thore Kramm and Thomas Lehmen

Issue 5 - Discussion: F.A. Cramer / Th. Lehmen / P. Stamer / N. Stewart (engl.)

- A round table discussion between Franz Anton Cramer, Thomas Lehmen, Peter Stamer and Nigel Stewart (recorded on the 20th and 22nd August 2003 in Podewil, Berlin)

Issue 6 - Texts (dutch/english)

- Jeroen Peeters, Portraits of people from different professions

(published in May 2004 during "Station 2, Brussel" in the Kaaitheaterstudio's)

Issue 7 - Texts (dutch/english)

- Rudi Laermans "Interventions"

(published in April 2005 during "Station 3, Utrecht" at the Springdance Festival)

Erscheinungsweise / mode of publication: unregelmäßig / irregular

Preis pro Heft / price per issue: 2,50 €

Preis für 7 Hefte im Schuber / price of 7 issues in a slipcase: 15 €

ISSN: 1612-7161

( 2003ff.

NOW AVAILABLE AT: thomas.lehmen@snafu.de
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